
 
 
 
 

 

 
THOMSON, Matthew 
 
Service Number K/52771 
Rank   Lance Corporal 
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, First Division 
 
Born   March 4, 1900, Glasgow, Scotland 
Died   December 10, 1940, Kent, England 
 
Occupation  Construction work and police work 
Marital Status  Married to Nellie Cheney of Parksville; one child 
 
Matthew Thomson was born in Glasgow, Scotland. When still a child, his family 
emigrated to Canada and settled in in Nelson, BC where Matthew went to school. 
 
He enlisted in WWI, giving his age as 17 when he was actually 16. When he got to 
England and it was learned that he was a minor, he was not sent to the front. He attended signal school and 
served in England as a bugler.   
 
On demobilization in 1919, he returned to Canada and worked in lumber camps. At one point he lived in Anyox, 
which is now a ghost town, and was president of its tennis club. When Matthew married Nellie Cheney in 
Vancouver in 1928, he gave his occupation as crane man and his address as Anyox. He later worked at the Central 
City Mission in Vancouver. 

 
By the time WWII began, the couple lived in Parksville and had one child. Matthew 
enlisted with the Seaforth Highlanders and according to his family, became a 
member of the military police as he was good at settling fights. He also served as a 
dispatch rider, using a motorcycle. While serving in England, his motorcycle was 
involved in a collision with another operated by a police sergeant. Although both 
men were taken to hospital within twenty minutes, Matthew’s right leg had to be 
amputated. On December 10, 1940, Matthew Thomson died of secondary shock 
resulting from the amputation. An inquest was held, but there were no 
eyewitnesses to the collision and no cause could be determined. 
 
Matthew Thomson is buried in Limpsfield Churchyard, Surrey, England. 
 

Sources: Photo:  Tamara Thomson 
  Personnel Records of the First World War, Library and Archives Canada 
  Service Files of the Second World War, Library and Archives Canada / Ancestry 
  British Columbia Directories / Vancouver Public Library 
  Books of Remembrance, Veterans Affairs Canada 
  BC Archives 
 
 
 
 


