
Brant Geese in Parksville 

The City of Parksville plays an important role in the migration of the black brant.  
 
A stretch of coast from Nanoose Bay to Qualicum Beach is listed by IBA Canada as an Important Bird 
Area (IBA).  
 

Parksville water bodies, including Parksville Bay and Craig Bay are important stops on the annual 
migration of the black brant. Migration takes place each year between March 1st and April 30th.  
 
To ensure the brant are not disturbed, dogs are not allowed on the beaches in Parksville between 
March 1st and April 30th. At all times, people should keep a respectful distance from the birds on the 
beaches and upland areas.  

The black brant (Branta Bernicla), also known as the Pacific brent goose, can be distinguished from Canada geese 
by their smaller size and dark brown body with a black head, shorter neck, and white collar.  

The black brant’s summer breeding grounds lie in coastal Alaska and the Canadian Arctic on tundra and coastal 
islands, and they winter in and around Baja California (Mexico.)  

The black brant population is estimated to be around 115,000, with a high of 200,000 in 1981 and a low of 100,000 
in 1987.  
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Dogs are not allowed off leash on Parksville beaches at any time and most 
importantly, are not allowed on any Parksville beach in March and April 
when the birds are here to feed and rest on their migration north. 

Parksville Brant Wildlife Festival, a Celebration of Nature 
The Brant Festival is a yearly event held in early April to celebrate and raise awareness of the tenuous 
migration habitat of the brant.  
Our spring is marked by the arrival of the brants in the Parksville area in early February, however, the end 
of March is when the largest numbers of brants appear. 
Oceanside beaches provide an optimal environment for the brants in their spring migration north. The 
protected beaches of Parksville filled with the recently spawned  herring eggs provides the high protein 
food and resting area they need. 
Brants fly to their Arctic breeding grounds in early May. When there, the long daylight hours allow the 
young brant to feed and grow 24 hours a day. In September, they wait for the change in weather to assist 
them in their migration south for the winter. 
The Nature Trust of BC is the title sponsor of the Brant Wildlife Festival. More information may be found at 
www.naturetrust.bc.ca. 
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