
 
Master Transportation Plan – 2016 Update 

(from Boulevard Transportation Group – Executive Summary) 
 
 

A comprehensive review and update of the 2002 Transportation Master Plan included the existing and plans for 
long-term road network, pedestrian network and accessibility, bicycle network, transit opportunities as well as 
strategies to encourage the use of alternative transportation. The updated plan provides a framework to guide 
the development of transportation infrastructure and policies over the next twenty years. Main objectives are: 
 

• Make recommendations for transportation network improvements considering, all modes of transportation, 
future requirements, development plans, and plans of other agencies. 

• Make recommendations for policy improvements considering environmental impacts, traff ic  demand 
management and active transportation. 

• Consider the City’s growth strategy and OCP in ensuring accessibility and mobility for all and supporting 
economic development as deemed appropriate by the City. 

• Document and review current conditions. 
 

Two open houses and a walk-about/bike-about were held in 2009 to gather community input with about 800 
attending one or more event and 245 providing feedback. The master plan update process then stalled due to 
unforeseen issues. Since this time, updated traffic data was collected and several capital projects completed.  
 
ROAD NETWORK  
Parksville has eight road classifications including lanes, local, collector, arterial, downtown and industrial roads. 
No significant changes in the road classifications are proposed.  
 

Since 2001 there have been changes in the traffic patterns in the PM peak hour. Significant changes include an 
increase in traffic turning on/off Highway 19A at McMillan Street and an increase on Jensen Avenue, Corfield 
Street and Church Road. Traffic has decreased on Highway 19A between McMillan and McVickers Streets, on 
Alberni Highway, and on Stanford Avenue west of Corfield. The majority of locations reviewed for the 85th 
percentile speed were found to be within 10km/h of the posted speed limit; however there are several locations 
at 15km/h over the posted speed limit. Locations with 85th percentile speeds greater than 10km/h may be 
locations where measures are necessary to bring 85th percentile speeds in line with the posted speed limit. 
 
SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS  
These improvements should be implemented based on existing traffic operations and anecdotal safety concerns: 
• Adjust signals at Highway 19A/McMillan to include northbound protected/permitted left turn phase. 
• Install southbound protected/permitted left turn phase at Highway 19A/Pym Street 
• Restrict Tuan Road at Highway 19A to the right-out movement only. 
• Provide improved parking lot signage for downtown area. 
 
 
 
  



LONG-TERM TRAFFIC CONDITIONS  
Five long-term major road connection options were reviewed. The results of the review indicated the ‘do 
nothing’ option is the best option based on cost, traffic operations and the challenges of providing road 
connections through the Regional District of Nanaimo. Two minor road network connections have been 
identified as being required in the long term – a multi-use path connection from Beachside Drive to the 
Community Park and the realignment of Tuan Road at Highway 19A to tie into the signal at Highway 
19A/Resort Road. In addition, the section of Highway 19A from Roscow Street to Pym Street (east of the 
intersection) should in the long term be upgraded to a five lane cross section. The following long-term 
intersection improvements should be planned: 
• Four way stop at Hirst Avenue/Alberni Highway 
• Roundabout (or traffic signal and associated turn lanes) at Jensen Avenue/Craig Street 
• Northbound protected/permitted left turn phase at Alberni Highway/Despard Avenue 
• Re-align Tuan Road at Highway 19A to Resort Road (required redevelopment) 
 
BICYCLE AND TRAIL NETORK  
Bicycles offer additional mobility options for those looking for an economical alternative and can cover fairly 
significant distances, while being virtually carbon-zero. Bicycles are highly flexible, allowing users to choose a 
variety of routes. Within the City there are limited existing designated bicycle lanes. Several multi-use paths 
have been constructed to supplement the bicycle lanes. Three types of bicycle facilities are proposed to create 
a comprehensive network – designated bicycle lanes, bicycle routes and multi-use trails. In addition to bicycle 
facilities, additional measures should be implemented as part of the network: 
• Paint bicycle detection at traffic signals. 
• Ensure paint markings across railway crossings direct cyclists to cross at 90 degrees. 
• Use elephant’s feet at multi-use trail bicycle crossings. 
• Provide long and short-term bicycle parking at public locations and require new and existing developments 

to provide off street bicycle parking. 
 
PEDESTRIAN NETWORK  
The pedestrian environment provides opportunities for non-vehicular travel, including walking and those with 
physical challenges. Existing sidewalks are mainly located within the downtown core, the Despard Avenue/Hirst 
Avenue/Pym Street/Temple Street area, and newer subdivisions. There are areas of the downtown where 
sidewalks require upgrading to create continuous sidewalks within the core area. Other areas where sidewalks 
are required include routes to schools, access to the waterfront and Community Park and routes that connect to 
trails. Sidewalks should be in place along all new urban development frontages. 
 

Important considerations for the pedestrian realm include design elements to ensure the environment is 
attractive, safe and accessible. These design guidelines should be incorporated into the design of future 
pedestrian networks. 

• Sidewalk width (1.8m to 3m)   
• Safety 
• Connectivity 
• Accessibility 
• Signage/wayfinding 
• Crosswalk warrants 

 
 
  



PUBLIC TRANSIT 
Transit is an economical alternative to automobile travel and offers a reduction in emissions and energy 
consumption over private automobile use. Significant densification of Parksville may be required before BC 
Transit will increase the current operating schedule. The City could implement a shuttle in the interim until such 
time as Transit can provide additional service. By providing a separate (shuttle) service the City will have the 
ability to tailor the service to the community’s needs. The City should explore opportunities to expand the #88 
intra city route to include the resort area and operate a more frequent service (ie. every 15-30 minutes).  
 

The City should also develop a transit exchange on Jensen Avenue at the Parksville Civic and Technology Centre 
which should include shelters, benches, garbage receptacles, transit/shuttle information and bicycle lockers. Bus 
stops within the City should be upgraded to meet the BC Transit Infrastructure Design Guidelines and ensure 
accessibility.  
 
NEIG HBOURHOOD ZERO EMISSION VEHICLES (NZEVS)  
NZEVs present an opportunity to expand the breadth of transportation options available to Parksville residents, 
while creating a sustainable alternative to automobile travel. NZEVs are slow moving vehicles powered by an 
electric motor that produces no emissions and designed to travel on four wheels at maximum speed of 
between 32km/h and 40km/h. The City could develop a bylaw to allow the use of NZEVs on all roads with a 
50km/h or less posted speed limit. 
 
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT (TDM) 
TDM refers to a range of policies, programs and services designed to influence travel behaviour and provide 
more options to residents, such as improved transit, walking, cycling and introduction of carshare and rideshare 
programs. TDM programs strive to reduce demand for vehicle use. Proposed TDM strategies could include: 
 

• Registration on a ridesharing website for City employees and promotion of ridesharing. 
• Develop a marketing and advertising campaign around TDM measures including mapping of 

pedestrian/bicycle facilities. 
• Bicycle parking requirements for developments. 
• Connections between bicycle and pedestrian networks with multi-use trails. 
• Development of Safe Route to School plans. 
• Implementation of a Bike to Work Week. 
• Increased pedestrian facilities. 
• Implementation of bicycle lanes and routes. 
• Review of City policies and regulations to ensure incentives and requirements for TDM measures are 

incorporated. 
• Implementation of a shuttle service or expanded transit service. 
• Encourage special events to implement TDM policies and plans. 
• Identify/explore hiring a TDM coordinator. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
The implementation of the transportation master plan requires capital planning and funding. The twenty-year 
capital plan requires $14.8 million in funding. There are a variety of approaches the City may take to fund the 
development of the transportation network including development cost charges and grants.  

 
 

We encourage residents to complete a survey online at www.parksville.ca (online after December 5) 
Deadline for comments and completion of the survey is December 30, 2016. Thank you! 
Should you have questions, please contact the Engineering Department at 250 951-2484  

or engineering@parksville.ca 

http://www.parksville.ca/

