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WHAT DOES AN OCP HAVE TO 
CONTAIN?  
The LGA requires certain content for all OCPs in 
BC. Plan Parksville provides guidance on land 
use topics such as housing, transportation, 
infrastructure, parks, economic development 
and the environment. An OCP must include the 
following: 

a) Approximate location (e.g. a map), type 
and density of residential, commercial, 
industrial, institutional, agricultural, 
recreational and public utility land uses ; 

b) Approximate location and area of sand 
and gravel deposits suitable for future 
extraction;  

c) Restrictions to the uses of lands which are 
deemed hazardous or environmentally 
sensitive;  

d) Location and type of present and 
proposed public facilities, including 
schools, parks and waste treatment and 
disposal sites. 

In addition, an OCP must contain targets to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and policies 
and actions to achieve those targets.   

WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP)?  
The Local Government Act (LGA) defines an 
OCP as a statement of objectives and policies 
to guide decisions on planning and land use 
management within the area covered by the 
plan. With community input, it provides long 
term direction by identifying a broad vision 
with supporting goals and objectives to guide 
Council on planning and land use decisions. 
Plan Parksville, the City’s OCP, was adopted in 
July 2013. 
 

 
 
 
An OCP is intended to: 
• Express fundamental community values 

and goals and the vision for the future; 
• Guide Council and staff in their decision-

making by offering a long-range outlook on 
development according to the expressed 
vision; and, 

• Provide residents and developers with a 
reasonable degree of certainty in the way 
the community will develop. 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A NEW OCP IS 
ADOPTED?  

Council will be guided by the contents of Plan 
Parksville during strategic planning, land use 
decisions regarding capital spending, and 
establishment of municipal priorities. Adoption 
of an OCP bylaw does not automatically amend 
the underlying zoning of properties. An OCP 
cannot guarantee a successful rezoning 
application. Plan Parksville’s land use 
designation map and policies lay out a vision 
for the type and density of uses throughout the 
city.  

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN 
OCP AND A ZONING BYLAW?  

Plan Parksville provides the ‘big picture’ 
planning vision for the city. In contrast, a zoning 
bylaw provides detailed site specific regulations 
which govern the use of each property. Over 
time, the zoning bylaw regulations become 
consistent with the OCP vision, but a transition 
period usually exists. For example, Plan 
Parksville’s vision for a property next to the 
downtown core may be for future commercial 
use, yet the present day use and zoning are 
residential. In this scenario, the proponent 
would require a successful rezoning application 
to alter the permitted uses to be consistent 
with the OCP. A new zone cannot be adopted if 
it directly conflicts with the Plan Parksville land 
use designation. If someone proposes a use 
that does not meet the plan’s policies, Council 
would have to approve an OCP amendment. 
 

WHAT ARE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS?  

Development permit areas allow Council to 
manage development on lands that have been 
deemed to have special significance. This could 
be for environmental reasons or to address 
architectural aesthetics. Plan Parksville includes 
17 development permit areas – see OCP 
Chapter 9 for the specific objectives and 
guidelines. 

CAN AN OCP BE AMENDED?  

An OCP provides a broad foundation for the 
future planning of the community and where a 
proposed use does not comply with the policies 
and designation of the OCP, an amendment 
may be requested to facilitate a specific 
development or alter the general guidance for 
a particular topic area. Council has absolute 
discretion to refuse an OCP amendment.  
  
In order to amend the OCP, there is a public 
process where interested parties, including 
regional neighbours, have an opportunity to 
provide input on the proposal.  

Information is for convenience only.  Contact department staff to discuss current and applicable bylaws. 
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