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It is recommended to seek the advice of 
a legal professional if a covenant, 
easement or statutory right of way are 
registered or planned to be registered 
on your title.  
 
The BCLTSA includes a searchable list 
of BC lawyers, notaries, land surveyors 
and registry agents. 

 An easement agreement allows one party 
to use the land of another party for a 
particular purpose. Easements run with 
the land, unless there is a specific 
termination clause. They tend to be 
between private individuals and may not 
involve government bodies, such as an 
agreement for a shared driveway access.  

 A statutory right of way is a type of 
easement for a specific use that is usually 
granted to a government, public utility, 
pipeline or railroad company in order to 
maintain services to parcels of land.  
Permanent structures such as sheds or 
houses are usually not permitted to be 
built on statutory rights of way.   

 
   

WHERE CAN I REQUEST A COPY OF MY 
LAND TITLE?  
 
The British Columbia Land Title & Survey 
Authority (LTSA) maintains the Land Title 
Registry which oversees the BC legal record 
of private property ownership and the 
province’s land survey system. The LTSA 
website, www.ltsa.ca, has a vast array of 
information readily available for property 
owners, realtors and other professionals.  
 
Any member of the public can open an 
account with the LTSA and undertake a title 
search, however, a full account is required 
to request a copy of the legal encumbrances 
shown on title. Conducting a title search for 
a particular property provides the name of 
the registered owners and lists registered 
legal interests or notations that affect the 
title of a property such as restrictive 
covenants, pending applications, statutory 
right of ways and easements. Common 
categories of legal notations include: 
 A restrictive covenant is a legally 

binding agreement usually between a 
landowner and a level of government, 
that specifies some kind of restriction 
or commitment that affects the use or 
development of a property. Some 
covenants expire at a specific date.  
Covenants run with the land and binds 
future owners to the agreement.  

 

  

http://www.ltsa.ca/


Information is for convenience only. Contact the Planning Department to discuss current and applicable bylaws. 
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WHAT IS A LEGAL PLAN COMPARED TO A BUILDING LOCATION SURVEY?  
 
The Association of British Columbia Land Surveyors (BCLS) performs legal surveys within British 
Columbia. Land Surveyors are the only persons in BC entitled to perform legal surveys of land 
pursuant to the Act. The BCLS website is available at www.abcls.ca.  
 
 A survey plan including a subdivision, reference, explanatory, posting or strata plan, 

delineates the legal boundaries and dimensions of the surveyed parcel and the type and 
location of survey posts to mark the boundaries of the parcel. These plans are typically 
registered with the LTSA.  

 
 A building location survey or site plan is typically undertaken for the purposes of providing a 

certificate of a building location on a particular parcel of land. This survey is normally 
carried out for the protection of an owner to verify building placement setbacks, siting and 
lot coverage. Building location surveys are prepared for a property owner by a BCLS and are 
not registered with the LTSA.    

 
A surveyor is involved in creating the plans for subdivision of land or buildings, posting of lot 
corners and right-of way or easement surveys. They may also provide advice on the most 
efficient method and steps to be taken by a client requiring government approvals for 
subdivision. A BCLS is qualified to carry out subdivision design and act as an agent on behalf of a 
property owner when government approvals are required.  
 
 

 
 

 

WHAT INFORMATION DO I NEED TO GET A TITLE SEARCH? 

To conduct a title search you will require one of the following pieces of information:  
• Current title number;  
• Nine-digit parcel identification number (PID); or  
• Legal description of parcel. 

 
WHERE CAN I GET A PROPERTY’S PID?  
The PID is available at the City, on a property’s tax assessment notice or on the BC 
Assessment website.  

 

http://www.abcls.ca/
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