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LOCATION 
 
The City of Parksville is located 150 km (94 mi.) north of the provincial capital of 
Victoria and 37 km (23 mi.) north of Nanaimo, B.C. The area is referred to as the 
“mid-island” area, due more to its proximity to populated areas than its 
geographical location. To the west of Parksville is Canada’s rugged West Coast 
with the cities of Port Alberni, Ucluelet and Tofino. These cities and towns offer 
excellent recreational facilities and spectacular scenery.  North of Parksville are 
the towns of Qualicum Beach, Courtenay, Comox, Campbell River and Port 
Hardy. They provide services to the north island area and also provide excellent 
recreational facilities. Many of these towns, facilities and activities are within 2.5 
hours of Parksville, with the majority being within an hour drive. Parksville is a 30 
minute drive from the City of Nanaimo which offers shopping, theatres, ferries, 
airlines, and seaport. Further south is the City of Victoria, B.C.’s capital and 
major center of tourism and business.  
 

Figure 1 

 
 
The City of Parksville is part of the Regional District of Nanaimo as outlined on 
Figure #2. The Regional District of Nanaimo contains the City of Nanaimo, City of 
Parksville, Town of Qualicum Beach, District of Lantzville and areas surrounding 
these centers. The Regional District of Nanaimo is referred to a number of times 
in this Community Profile. These references are made in a number of ways i.e. 
“Regional District of Nanaimo”, “Regional District”, "The region” and “RDN”. 
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Figure 2 – Regional District of Nanaimo 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 3 – Travel Times 
 
Driving Times                                                                Flying Times      
 
From / To Mi. Km Driving Ferry Total Time Flying Time Airline
Campbell River BC 73 117 1.5 hrs n/a 1.5 hrs n/a Charter
Courtenay BC 45 73 .75 hrs n/a .75 hrs n/a Charter
Nanaimo, BC 23 37 .5 hrs n/a .5 hrs n/a Charter
Port Alberni BC 31 50 .75 hrs n/a .75 hrs n/a Charter
Portland, OR 370 592 7.0 hrs 2 hrs 9.0 hrs 2.1 hrs Charter
Seattle WA 178 284 3.5 hrs 2 hrs 5.5 hrs 1.2 hrs Seasonal
Tofino BC 106 170 2.5 hrs n/a 2.5 hrs n/a Charter
Vancouver BC 36 58 1.0 hrs 2 hrs 3.0 hrs 0.5 hrs Scheduled
Victoria BC 94 150 2.0 hrs n/a 2.0 hrs n/a Charter

Sources: Statistics Canada, B.C. Hydro 
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I AREA OVERVIEW  
 
Situated on the west coast of Canada, Vancouver Island is the largest island on the west 
coast of the Americas, comprising an area of 31,261 sq. km (2,136 sq. mi.), being 
approximately 460 km (286 mi.) long and 50 to 80 km (30 to 50 mi.) wide. Without 
Vancouver Island, the coasts of B.C. and Washington wouldn’t have such features as 
the ports of Vancouver and Seattle, the Gulf Islands, the Inside Passage or the mild, 
protected climate that these areas enjoy.  
 
The Capital of British Columbia is Victoria, which is situated on the extreme southern tip 
of Vancouver Island. Vancouver Island is known for its diversity of nature, weather, 
scenery and wildlife, making it a world class destination for tourists and a paradise for 
residents.  
 
Ferry service to Vancouver Island is available at Vancouver, B.C., Seattle, WA and Port 
Angeles, WA. On Vancouver Island the major ferry terminals are located at Nanaimo, 
B.C. and Victoria, B.C. The diverse climate and geography of the island has created a 
magnificent backdrop for the many facilities offering fishing, boating, cycling, skiing, 
kayaking, whale watching, site seeing and beachcombing.         
 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 
The City of Parksville is situated in a protected bay on the east coast of Vancouver 
Island. The area is mostly level with gently rolling hills. To the west, a mountain range 
protects the area from the wet Pacific weather systems that nourish the west coast 
rainforests. Mount Arrowsmith is the closest mountain to Parksville rising 1,817 meters 
(5,961 feet). To the north and south, the rolling coastline continues. The waterfront forms 
the northern border of the City and the warm ocean waters provide for a mild climate. 
The area has many rivers and streams with a few lakes to the north and west. Small 
islands dot the inner coastline with larger islands to the north and south in the Strait of 
Georgia. The Strait of Georgia separates Vancouver Island from the mainland of British 
Columbia and forms the majority of the famous “Inside Passage” marine route to 
northern B.C. and Alaska. The Inside Passage is used by yachts, cruise ships and 
commercial vessels.          
 

CLIMATE 
 
The City of Parksville enjoys a mild, sunny climate due to the sea-level elevation and 
protected location. The predominantly wet Pacific weather systems of the west coast 
release their moisture as they cross the Vancouver Island mountains, resulting in a 
much drier climate on the east coast. Parksville averages 2000 hours of sunshine and 
95 cm (37 in) of rain annually. The mild climate and low rainfall has been instrumental in 
attracting large numbers of retirees from across Canada to the area. Although Parksville 
enjoys a four season climate, it is not unusual to see golfers on the course in January 
while skiers enjoy the deep powder of nearby mountains and boaters are out enjoying 
the ocean. 
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HISTORY 

 
Vancouver Island’s south eastern coast has been inhabited by the Coast Salish 
First Nations people for thousands of years. The Coast Salish had villages and 
settlements extending from Victoria to Campbell River when Captain George 
Vancouver explored the area’s coast in 1792. In the 1860’s, a trail was blazed up 
island from Victoria to Comox. The area was then known as “Englishman’s River” 
or “The River” after an Englishman supposedly died crossing the unnamed river 
in the 1850’s.  
 
The first white settlers were the Hirst family who arrived in 1883.   They were 
quickly followed by other settlers willing to pay $1 an acre [0.4 ha] for the raw, 
uncleared land. In 1886, a 38 km [24 miles] long wagon road was completed 
from Nanaimo. By 1889, the area had a population of 38, enough to become the 
official settlement of Parksville, named after John Parks, the areas first 
postmaster. In 1894, the first church was built at French Creek and in 1895, the 
Hirst family built the Rod & Gun Hotel, which remains in use to this day. By 1910 
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway (E&N) connected the area to Nanaimo at 
McBride Junction, the site of the current Parksville train station. The original 
Island Hall Hotel opened in 1917 with 28 rooms on an acre of land. The Island 
Hall would eventually encompass 10 acres [4 ha] of prime Parksville waterfront in 
the heart of downtown. In 1945 Parksville was incorporated as a village, 
becoming a town in 1978. By 1981, the population exceeded 5,000 persons and 
Parksville officially became a City. In the mid 1990’s Parksville reached an 
unprecedented growth rate that consistently exceeded 5% per year, resulting in a 
1997 population of just over 10,000 persons.  
 
 

 
II COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
The City of Parksville has a strong sense of community evidenced by the number 
and variety of community resources that are readily available.  
 
For a warm welcome and information see the Parksville Newcomers Club 
website http://parksvillenewcomers.org/aboutus 
 
For a list of volunteer opportunities view www.oceansidevolunteer.org . 
 
To receive a relocation package please contact our Chamber of Commerce 
http://www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca/moving_here.asp 
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Figure 4 - Community Facilities, Organizations and Events - Summary 

 
 

 
Emergency Services 
 
Police Department 
Fire Department 
Ambulance Service 
 
 
Health Resources   
 
Hospital Facilities 
Extended Care  
Intermediate Care 
Medical Clinics 
Daycare 
Seniors Resources 
 
Places of Worship 
 
The area has many churches and places of 
worship for almost every religion and culture. 
Detailed listings are in the local telephone 
book.   

 
Educational Facilities 
 
Elementary Schools 
Middle Schools 
Secondary Schools 
Universities/Colleges 
 
Recreation Facilities 
 
 Parks 
 Ice Skating & Curling 
 Indoor Swimming Pool 
 Marina 
 Golf Courses 
 Skiing 
 Springwood Sport Complex 
 Twin Sheet Arena / Multiplex 
 
Transportation Resources 
 
Public Transportation  
Private Transportation 

 

 
a)                                      EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Police Department 
 
Policing is carried out by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (R.C.M.P.) at a 
modern precinct in Parksville. There are 13 municipal police officers and 13 
provincial police officers serving Parksville and the surrounding area.  
 
 
Fire Department 
 
The Fire Department has a fire hall in the centre of town. The department 
employs one full-time Fire Chief who is assisted by a full-time Deputy Chief and 
33 volunteer firefighters. The fire hall is equipped with two pumper vehicles, one 
aerial vehicle, one rescue-pumper vehicle and one tanker.   
 

 
Ambulance Service 
 
Ambulance service is provided by the B.C. Ambulance Service, one of the largest 
ambulance services in North America.   The B.C. Ambulance Service maintains a 
permanent station in Parksville.  The Parksville Ambulance Station has 2 
ambulances and 7 full time staff, 5 part time staff, and 20 additional call-out staff.   
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b)                            HEALTH & FAMILY RESOURCES 
 
 
Hospital Facilities  
 
The 439 bed Nanaimo Regional General Hospital provides for emergency, 
diagnostic, MRI, surgical, long term care and general hospital services and is 
located in central Nanaimo, approximately 30 minutes south of Parksville. 
 
 
Seniors Care 
Name Beds Address Phone/ e.mail 
Trillium Lodge 106 401 Molliet Str. 248-8353 
Arrowsmith Lodge 
Cokely Lodge 

75 
30 

266 Molliet Str. 248-7154 
www.arrowsmithlodge.com 
 

Halliday House 8 188 McCarter Str. 248-2835 
Little Mountain 
Manor 
 

8 959 Little 
Mountain Rd 

248-4591 
www.littlemountainmanor.com 
 

Oceanside Manor 
For Seniors 

6 758 Soriel Str. 951-2304 
www.oceanside-manor.bc.ca 
 

 
 
Under Development 
Stanford Place, 250 Craig Street 
51 – Assisted Living Units 
182 – Residential Care Beds                 Opening Spring 2008 
 
Future Development 
The Seabreeze, 225 Corfield Str. 
Phase I – Four storey Condominium – 71 units 
Phase II – Four storey – 140 Assisted Living units 
 
371 Alberni Hwy. – 100 units   
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Medical  Services 
 
Parksville Medical Clinic & Walk-in Clinic opens 5-9pm and weekends 
Chiropractic; various 
Physiotherapy & Work conditioning; various 
Jensen Medical Clinic 
Wembley Mall Medical Clinic 
Parksville Acupuncture Clinic  
X-Ray and Ultrasound Lab 
 
Day Care Facilities 
 
For a list of currently licensed Day Care Facilities contact the local Health 
Authority office in Parksville 248-2044, 124 McCarter Street. 
 
Seniors Resources  
 
Society of Organized Services (SOS): this group provides senior peer 
counselling, Meals on Wheels, transportation to medical appointments. SOS staff 
pride themselves in being able to provide information and referrals on available 
child, youth, family and seniors services.  www.sosd69.com 
 
 
Old Age Pensioners Society 
Parksville Senior’s Drop-In Centre 
Parksville Golden Oldies Sports Association 
 
Family Resources  
 
SOS staff pride themselves in being able to provide information and referrals on 
available child, youth, family and seniors services. www.sosd69.com 
 

 
Health Care Professionals 
 
Physicians 22 
Eye Physicians 3 
Plastic Surgeons 2 
Physiotherapists 3 
Massage Therapists 2 
Dentists 11 
Chiropractor 4 
Acupuncture 1 
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c)                              TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES 
 
 
Public Transportation 
The Regional District of Nanaimo provides hourly public transit between 
Parksville, Qualicum Beach and Nanaimo daily except Sundays. The HandyDart 
Bus provides custom public transit for persons who are mobility challenged and 
cannot access regular buses. They serve the area from Cedar in the south of the 
Regional District to Qualicum Beach in the north. 
Information Line for Transit Parksville/Qualicum Beach Area: 954-1001 
HandyDART Parksville/Qualicum Beach Area: 248-4557 
 
Private Transportation 
Cabs, car rentals, buses, boats, airplanes and helicopters are all available on a 
fee for service basis.  In addition, shuttle service to the airport and ferry terminals 
is available. 
 
 
Airports 
Qualicum Beach 10 minutes drive, scheduled flights to Vancouver 
Comox Airport  45 minute drive, West Jet and others 
Nanaimo Airport  45 minute drive, Air Canada and others 
 
Float plane Service 
Operates from Nanaimo Harbour to Vancouver downtown (see yellow pages for 
services and schedules) 
 
BC Ferries 
Regular sailings from Nanaimo, Departure Bay to Horseshoe Bay and from 
Nanaimo Duke Point to Tsawwassen. 
Reservations:  1-888-223-3779 
Website:  www.bcferries.com 
 
 
Train 
Dayliner service operates between Victoria and Courtenay on Vancouver Island 
once daily in each direction stopping in Parksville.     
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Figure # 5 – Parksville Community Resources - Summary 

 
PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES 
 
Golf Courses 
Arrowsmith Golf & Country Club 
www.golfarrowsmith.com 
 
Eaglecrest Golf Course 
www.eaglecrest.bc.ca 
 
Fairwinds Golf Course 
www.fairwinds.ca 
 
Pheasant Glen Golf Resort 
www.pheasantglen.com 
 
Morningstar International Golf Course 
www.morningstar.bc.ca 
 
Qualicum Beach Memorial Golf Course 
www.qualicumbeach.com/living_golf1.asp
 
Ice Skating & Curling 
Parksville Curling Rink 
Oceanside Place 
 
Indoor Swimming  
Pacific Shores Nature Resort, Nanoose 
Bay 
Quality Inn Bayside , PK 
Ravensong Aquatic Centre, Q.B. 
 
Outdoor Swimming  
Cameron Lake , Spider Lake 
Parksville Beach, Horne Lake 
Rathtrevor Beach  
Qualicum Beach   
 
Skiing - downhill/cross country 
Mount Washington, Courtenay 
 
Health and Family 
Assoc for Community Living 
Society of Organized Services 

Heritage & Culture 
Craig Heritage Park 
The Old Schoolhouse Gallery & Art 
Centre 
Arrowsmith Potters Guild 
Oceanside Arts Council 
 
Parks – LocalRegion& Provincial 
OceansideSkateboard Park 
Parksville Community Park 
RathtrevorBeach Provincial  
Springwood Park 
Top Bridge Park 
Englishman River Falls  
Little Qualicum Falls  
 
 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
Big Brothers of Parksville 
Chamber of Commerce 
Concorde Masonic Lodge 
District69 Historical Society 
Elks Lodge 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Kinsmen Club / Kinettes 
Kiwanis Club 
Knights of Columbus 
Lions Club / Lioness Club 
Oceanside Developers & 
Construction Assoc 
Oceanside Tourism Assoc 
Rotary Club 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Salvation Army 
 
REGIONAL INFORMATION 
 
http://www.rdn.bc.ca 
 
Newcomers Club 
http://parksvillenewcomers.org/links.html 

SCHOOLS 
 
Elementary Schools 
Parksville Elementary 
Winchelsea Elementary 
 
Middle Schools   
Oceanside Middle 
School 
Springwood Middle 
School 
 
Secondary Schools  
Ballenas Secondary 
School 
PASS/Woodwinds 
 
Private Schools 
Arrowsmith Adventist 
Christian School 
 
Universities/Colleges 
& Elder College 
Malaspina University 
College  
 
COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES  
Parksville Civic & 
Technology Centre 
Parksville Community 
Centre 
Vancouver Island 
Regional Library 
 
Marinas 
Beachcomber Marina 
French Creek Harbour 
Marina 
Schooner Cove Marina 
 
Theatres 
Bard to Broadway 
Community Centre 
Auditorium 
Janus Theatre Society 
 
Seniors Organizations 
Drop-In Centre 
PGOSA 
OAPO 
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d. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

There are a wide range of community and regional events and activities for all 
ages and interests.  Events range from the Polar Bear Swim, ice-carving, the 
Brant Wildlife Festival, street festivals, rodeos, bike competitions, baseball, 
dance, drama and other visual and performing arts, rock climbing, downhill and 
cross-country skiing, yacht racing, car shows, caving, fresh and saltwater fishing, 
golf, beach volleyball, sandcastle building, and craft fairs.  For an up-to-date 
listing of weekly events, please see the Oceanside Tourism website.  
www.oceansidetourism.com/events/events.asp 
 
The community and region has great capacity to host major sporting and 
recreational events and tournaments.  In addition, existing facilities are available 
to host provincial and national scale events.  Examples could include mountain 
biking, swimming, skating, ice events [hockey, figure skating], curling, soccer, 
baseball, football and tennis.   
 
e. COMMUNITY  PARKS 
 
The City of Parksville is blessed with many parks.  From the beach to the 
mountains, from playgrounds to bird sanctuaries, local residents and tourists can 
choose from a wide variety of activities.  The City has a comprehensive bicycle 
plan and the routes are safe and well marked. 
 
Figure 6 details the size of the major parks, open spaces, and small parks within 
the City of Parksville. 
 

Figure 6 - Parks & Open Space 
 
Major Parks and open space 163 ha  [136 acres] 
Natural Parks & Trails 135ha  [20 acres] 
Streets 67 ha  [165 acres] or   87 km  [54 miles] 
Bicycle Routes 20 Km    
Source City of Parksville Parks Department 
 
There are many regional, provincial and national parks in the immediate area.  These 
parks serve a variety of recreational and environmental purposes.  The Regional District 
of Nanaimo operates the regional parks, which range from walking, hiking and cycling 
trails to ice arenas.  BC Parks has several Provincial parks within a 10-60 minute drive 
and includes Rathtrevor Beach, Englishman River, Craig Bay Return to Crown, Little 
Qualicum Falls, Horne Lake Caves, Arbutus Grove, Cathedral Grove/McMillan, Kitty 
Coleman, Miracle Beach, Newcastle Island, Petroglyph, Rosewell Creek, Spider Lake, 
Sproat Lake, Strathcona, and a new conservation management area along the 
Englishman River.  The world famous Long Beach, West Coast Trail and Broken Island 
Group are 3 hours west of Parksville at the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve. 
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III POPULATION & GROWTH 
 
The 2006 Census shows the population of Parksville as 10,993 residents an 
increase of 6.5% from Census 2001.  The present growth rate is approximately 
2%  per annum.   
  
Note:  The Census population count appears lower than the actual number of 
people living in Parksville at any given time.  The reason for this is that there are 
a significant number of people who live in their Parksville dwelling for six months 
or less in a year. They will be counted at their other residence. (City of Parksville 
estimates a population of 11,459 based on dwelling unit numbers)   
 

Figure 7 – Population Age Breakdown 
 

Age Region Parksville Total 
0 to 4 1,210 350 1560
5 to 19 7,290 1,515 8805
20 to 24 1,360 940 2300
25 to 34 2,460 725 3185
35 to 44 4,610 1,110 5720
45 to 54 6,520 1,405 7925
55 to 64 6,925 1,805 8730
65 to 74 4,775 1,805 6580
75+ 2,540 1,890 4430

 
TOTAL 37,690 11,545  

 
 
 

2006 Census, source StatsCanada 
Region is Nanaimo Regional District Areas A to H 
 
Historically, the growth rate of Parksville has exceeded both the province and the 
region.  Parksville continues to attract residents at a much higher rate than the 
Regional District and the Province.  Current estimates indicate that Parksville’s 
population will exceed 12,000 in 2011. 
 
By 2009, the Regional District of Nanaimo is expected to reach a population of 
approximately 166,000. Continued growth throughout the region and higher than 
average growth rates in Parksville are positive signs that the City continues to be 
an attractive and desirable location.  
 
Parksville’s mild climate and excellent location has always attracted retirees and 
the City can anticipate further growth from this rapidly growing sector of the 
population.   
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                                      Figure 8 – Mobility Status 

Parksville will also experience significant growth from new and emerging 
business due to its attractive lifestyle, fast and easy access to major centers, 
state-of-the-art communication systems and close proximity to world-class 
recreational resources. As new businesses realize the advantages of locating in 
lifestyle-orientated communities, cities such as Parksville will see a higher 
demand from business.  Parksville will experience further growth of residents and 
businesses well into the foreseeable future.    
 
Figures 9 and 10 indicate the variety of visible minorities and religions found 
among Parksville residents and is an indication of the diversity of the community. 
 

 
Figure 9 - Religions 
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Figure 10 - Parksville Visible Minority Population 
 

Source – 2001 Census 
 
Due to the high proportion of retirees in Parksville, only 52%1 of the population is in the 
labour force. This does not adversely affect the local labour market due to the close 
proximity of Nanaimo, where a large labour market is readily available. Coupled with 
excellent local and regional educational and skills centers, Parksville has access to a 
well-trained pool of both existing and potential employees.  
 
The latest statistics on labour force characteristics suggest that Parksville has a healthy 
and diverse economic base, a position supported by the City’s continuing growth.  By 
encouraging new business and educational facilities, Parksville will continue to attract a 
skilled, educated and diverse labour force within the community. 
 
Parksville is also developing new resources and facilities to further economic        
development opportunities for new and emerging business. To this end, the Parksville 
Civic & Technology Centre was designed to attract new business, ensure that our 
population consists of all age groups and allow our younger people to remain in the 
community as they enter the work force.             
 
The population of Parksville is noticeably different than the provincial average. This is 
due to the large number of retirees that came to the area in the mid 1990’s. The result is 
that 44% of the City’s population is over the age of 55.  As the majority of this sector is 
financially independent, there are significant opportunities for supplying housing, goods 
and services to this largely affluent group.  

                                                 
1 2006 Census 
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Figure 11 - Parksville Age Characteristics 

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

total

male

female

85 and over 370 110 260
75-84 1220 525 690
65-74 1590 760 830
55-64 1335 570 765
45-54 1255 565 690
25-44 2080 990 1080
20-24 330 160 170
15-19 550 295 255
5-14 1175 595 585
0-4 420 210 210

total male female

 
Median age of the population is  52.0   
   

Source – 2006 Census 
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a. FAMILY STRUCTURE 
 
As illustrated in Figure 13 - Household Characteristics, Parksville has a high 
number of married couples and a high number of families with no children.  
 

Figure 13 - Parksville Household Characteristics 
 

Household Characteristics
a couple with
children

a couple without
children

One person
households

Other types

 
 

Source – 2006 Census 
 
The residents of Parksville create a friendly mood and small town atmosphere 
that continues to attract new residents to the area.  Parksville is an ideal location 
for those starting a family, offering lower than average housing costs and a safe, 
clean, friendly environment.        
 
  
b. HOUSEHOLDS 
  
A large majority of Parksville households consist of 2 people in a single family 
dwelling, owned by the occupants. Figures 14 and 15 illustrate the characteristics 
of a typical Oceanside household.   When compared to the province or region, 
Parksville households contain fewer people per household and there is a high 
percentage of owners vs. renters. This large majority of owners is the reason 
behind the healthy and growing construction and development market, which is 
likely to continue.  
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Figure 14 - Parksville Private Dwelling Characteristics 

 

 
 

Source Stats Canada 2006 
 
c.   HOUSING 

 
Housing Costs 

Figure 15– Mid Island Residential Housing Price Comparisons 2006 
   UNIT SALES  AVERAGE SALE PRICE  

 ZONE    
2006 

 
2005 

% 
Change 

 
2006  

 
2005 

% 
Change  

Median 
Price 
2006 

 Campbell River 641  615 4% 255,947 210,259 21% 247,000 
 Comox Valley 972 1,012 -3% 278,803 236,325 17% 273,000 
 Duncan 995 1,011 -1% 284,238 242,005 17% 282,000 
 Nanaimo 1,547 1,781 -13% 288,880 253,038 14% 281,500  
 Parksville/Qualicum 747 929  -19% 313,707 273,392 14% 305,000  
 Port Alberni 415  457  -9% 183,963 146,376 25% 171,000  
Median Price: An actual sale at or immediately adjacent to the midpoint in a price group. In the case of an even number of sales, 
the median is the highest price in the lower half of that price group. If the total number of sales is an odd amount, the midpoint sale is 
taken to be the median (i.e. 9 sales, sale no. 5 represents the median).  
**Please note: The Board Totals figures also include: Zone 7-North Island, Zone 9-Out of Board 
 Properties, and Zone 10-Islands figures which are not listed separately in this table.  
Source: Multiple Listing Service® (MLS®) sales data from the Vancouver Island Real Estate Board 
 
Rental Market 
A study by Canada Mortgage and Housing in October 2006 of the Rental Market 
indicates that Parksville/Qualicum Beach had a total vacancy rate of 0.7 or 7 
empty units.  There is a decline in the total number of rental units on the market 
from the year previous, meaning that there are 30 less units available.  There are 
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534 rental units in total for both communities.  Rents vary with the size and type 
of accommodation from $850 to $1,200 per month. 
 
d. EDUCATION 
 
Malaspina University-College is located in the Civic & Technology Centre.  The 
main campus is within 30 minutes of Parksville.   Excellent primary, middle and 
secondary schools are located within the City, as well as French Immersion 
programs.     There is a private K-8 Christian school in the City. 
 

 
Figure 16 – Level of Education 
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e. INCOME 
 
The income characteristics of the City of Parksville are quite unique, as noted in 
Figure 16.  The median household income for the City is $34,793, whereas the 
median income for BC is $46,8022. 
 
As Parksville continues to expand infrastructure and facilities, occupations from 
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such sectors as technology and knowledge based industry will ensure new jobs 
and increase the employment income.  
 

 
 

Figure 17 - Parksville Earnings 
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Figure 18 - Average Earnings 
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Figure 19- Labour Force by Age 
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Figure 20 - Parksville Residents Mode of Transportation to Work 
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Figure 21 - Parksville Residents Place of Work Status 

  source 2001 Census 
 
As an ideal location for home-based business, Parksville has continued to attract 
small business and has also seen some expansion of existing businesses. This 
trend is likely to continue in future years.  
 
Parksville is best defined as middle income when it comes to employment 
income. This is mainly due to the majority of employment being in the retail and 
tourism sectors with some employment income being of a seasonal frequency.  
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Figure 22 - Labour Force by Occupation 
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While income potential will continue to be a measure used by new employees to 
gauge a city’s suitability, increasingly large numbers of employees are placing 
quality of life issues at the top of their list, over and above the potential for 
employment income.    
  

Figure 23 - Parksville Labour Force Participation Rates 
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             Figure 24- Business Size by Number of Employees 
 

Business Number of Employees 
School District 69 650 
Quality Foods 400 
Tigh na Mara Resort and Conference Centre 224 
Thrifty Foods 120 
Quality Resort Bayside 85 
McDonalds 75 
City of Parksville 75 
Aquila Cedar Products 55 
Detailed Design 50 
Bravenet Web Services 47 

 
 
IV THE ECONOMY  
Parksville is a retirement and tourism destination.  The resource based industries 
of Forestry and Fishing that once dominated the economy have been surpassed 
by the growth in the retail, wholesale trade, construction and many health and 
education sectors 
 
 
 
Figure 25 - Parksville Work Statistics by Industry        
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Health, Education, Finance and Real Estate are other sectors that have grown 
continuously to become major markets in the economy of Parksville. With 
increased Real Estate activity, the Construction & Development sector has grown 
in order to supply new housing and other new development.  
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One of the largest institutional developments in recent years is the Parksville 
Civic & Technology Centre. The Centre is a 3,853 sq. meter (41,000 sq.ft.) 
development on part of an 8 ha (20 acre) site.   The Parksville Civic & 
Technology Centre will be the focal point to attract new technology-based 
companies to the community. The site is also the town centre for civic, 
community and educational uses.      
 
The economy of Parksville continues to gain strength, resources and the 
opportunity to grow and prosper well into the future. With new and modern 
communications infrastructure, Parksville is ready to host the businesses of the 
new millennium.  With a trade area [Bowser to Nanoose] of approximately  
40,000 people there is a tremendous potential for economic growth in the City.   
 
Opportunities exist for a wide variety of market conditions, most notably serving 
that of the aging population, who are least likely to travel to Nanaimo to go 
shopping.  There are markets for retail trade; items such as groceries, shoes, 
clothing, hardware, and souvenirs, to name but a few.    A Retail Market Analysis 
of Parksville is available on the Economic Development Website.  
(www.businessbythebeach.com) 
 
 
 
a. EXISTING BUSINESS 
 
 

Figure 26– Business Licences by Year     
 

Business Licences Issued by Year 
Year Number of Licenses Issued 

2001 671 
2002 657 
2003 680 
2004 994 
2005  907 
2006 998 
2007 1011 

  Source City of Parksville Finance Department 
 
These businesses cover a wide variety of operations serving the local and 
regional population as well as the tourists.  In addition, there is a thriving home-
based business sector.  There are still, however, many business opportunities in 
the City and when researching these local business opportunities, please contact 
the Parksville Economic Development office or the Chamber of Commerce.   
 

The private-sector businesses of retail, tourism and construction provide the 
most area employment while the public sector School District is the single largest 
employer in the area.  
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Parksville has a very diverse local economy, offering many services of a city. The 
retail businesses maintain a high standard of quality and selection.   There are 
two major retail areas in Parksville, one being the downtown core with over  
18,500 sq m [200,000 sq. ft.] of commercial space. The other major retail location 
is Wembley Mall, located slightly north of the downtown and having a total area 
of 9900 sq m [107 000 sq. ft.].   Recent construction of a 7000 sq m Multiplex 
Twin Arena addition to the Mall will continue to make this area a commercial 
focal point. 
 
 
Business Improvement Area 
 
In February, 2007 City Council adopted Bylaw No. 1420 to establish a Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) for downtown Parksville.  Property owners in the 
specified area are levied approximately $2.03 per $1,000 of assessed value.  
Funds are administered by the Parksville Downtown Business Association and 
are used to enhance the business climate in the downtown core. 
 
For more information phone:  (250) 248-8079    
 
 
 
 
b. CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT 
Building permit values for the past 5 years have averaged $32,915,560.  
 

Figure 27 - Building Permit Statistics 
 

Building Permit Statistics – 2002 to 2006 
Year Permits 

Issued 
Total Value 

2002 176 $12, 532 587 
2003 262 $29,830,353 
2004 326 $27,455,787 
2005 315 $41,150,000 
2006 369 $53,608,076 

  Source City of Parksville Building Division.  
 
 
The residential housing market is dominated by single family detached housing 
as shown in the graph below. This is typical of smaller cities and the trend will 
likely continue as lifestyle choices make a single family detached home the most 
desirable product. 
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Figure 28- Building Permit Value by Category – 2001-2006 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
SFD $3.4M $8.7M $17M $16M $19.7M $14M 
Residential 
[Alterations] 

 
$460 750 

 
$642 176 

 
$467,817 

 
$821,631 

 
$850,000 

 
$1.4M 

Multi Family $0 $0 $507,480 $3.2M $1.5M $16M 
Commercial $1.9M $2.9M $10 M $1.0 $19M $11M 
Industrial $8 500 $23 000 $550,623 $809,000 $0 $0 
Institutional $3. 9M $176 500 $1.1M $6.4 $2M $491,000 

 
 
Single family homes are the most dominant form of housing in the residential 
sector, town homes and multifamily projects are increasing as the population 
ages, more retirees are attracted to Parksville and the price of single family 
homes increases.  This is reflected in the jump in 2006 to $16 million in multi-
family construction starts. 
 
Renovation and repairs are another sector of the local construction industry that 
remains active as almost 50% of the homes in Parksville are over 20 years old. 
 
As the area continues to grow, opportunities for new development will continue 
throughout Parksville.  The success of the 410 unit Craig Bay Estates 
development and similar projects have proven that Parksville is a desirable 
location.  The Beach Club Resort a quality residential shared ownership project is 
under construction adjacent to the beach in downtown Parksville. 
 
A second beach resort has received development permit status and is planned 
for the adjacent property by another developer.  These projects will be in excess 
of $30 million dollars upon completion. 
 
As of March 2007 well over $100 million dollars of new applications are on the 
books. 
 
 
 
c. TECHNOLOGY 
   
Given Parksville’s appealing lifestyle, fast, easy access to major centers and 
state of the art communication systems, it is natural for Parksville to 
accommodate the Technology Sector into long-term planning.  
 
The Civic &Technology Centre is the beginning of a commitment to bring new 
technology based businesses to Parksville.  Public sector occupants include the 
Parksville campus of Malaspina University-College, the Parksville branch of the 
Vancouver Island Regional Library, the administrative offices of School District 
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69 and the Parksville City Hall. Private sector occupants include leased space to 
BraveNet. 
 
Parksville is one of the first communities in B.C. to respond to the need for a 
business centre where private, technology-based enterprise has direct access to 
education, government and community facilities with the latest communications 
infrastructure readily available.  
 
The City of Parksville has several established private sector technology 
companies that have chosen to locate in Parksville because of the lifestyle, 
housing prices, climate and high-tech communication capability.  These 
companies include Bravenet, Detailed Design Drafting Services, Trade Tec 
Computer Systems, Quote Media and Byte the Edge. 
 
Bravenet started in 1997 to create the world’s best interactive, fully customizable, 
remotely hosted tools for webmasters of all skill levels.  Their first guestbook 
server was launched in 1999 and their future looks brighter than ever.  Bravenet 
is the number one provider of free web tools in the world and ranked among the 
top 50 visited websites worldwide! 
 
Detailed Design Drafting Services Ltd. was established in 1997 to provide design 
drafting services to operating companies, engineers, fabricators, constructors, 
architects and developers.  They presently have over 75 personnel in two 
locations, the head office being in Parksville. 
 
QuoteMedia is a fast growing internet company providing financial market data 
and software to banks, brokerages and other financial companies.  QuoteMedia 
is a frontrunner in the financial market data industry.  Through the aggregation of 
financial data, QuoteMedia has become a comprehensive news, and research 
sources solution for stock market related information provisioning. 
 
The Mid Island Science, Technology & Innovation Council supports small 
business owners and entrepreneurs in knowledge-based and manufacturing 
industries on Vancouver Island and the Sunshine Coast.  Its mission is to 
advance the growth and prosperity of technology industries. 
For more information e.mail:  info@mistic.bc.ca  
Phone: 250-753-8324(753TECH) 
 
 
d. TOURISM 
 
Tourism is a major contributor to the Parksville economy.  Vancouver Island, as a 
tourist destination, is second only to the Vancouver Coast & Mountains region.   
This does not come as a surprise to those familiar with this beautiful, diverse 
island blessed with a mild year-round climate.  
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Parksville itself boasts one of the largest and most beautiful beaches on the west 
coast of North America. Combined with the many activities and area attractions, 
Parksville attracts a large percentage of the Vancouver Island tourism market.   It 
is estimated that over 500,000 people visited the region in 2006. With the 
unlimited recreational potential of the Parksville area, this sector will continue to 
grow in the coming years as it has done continually in the past.    
 
As tourism is based on an area rather than a city, Parksville is a member of the 
Oceanside Tourism Association.  The OTA estimates that tourists spent in 
excess of $100,000,000 in 2006.  An OTA survey done in 2000 indicated that 
over 1000 people were directly employed in the tourism industry. 
 
 
Parksville is a major tourist destination, as well as a major tourist node.  Many 
people stop off at Parksville on their way to the northern areas of the Island or 
out to the West Coast.  This central node nature implies even greater tourism 
opportunities in the area. 
 
Of note is the fact that Vancouver Island has been recognized by Travel and 
Leisure Magazine as the #1 island destination in continental North America.  In 
addition, the Island has been acknowledged as the #1 temperate climate island 
worldwide. 
 
 
e. CONVENTIONS AND CONFERENCES 
 
Parksville has several facilities available for conventions and conferences.  The 
new Parksville Community & Conference Centre, adjacent to the Civic and 
Technology Centre, has rooms of varying sizes available and includes an 
auditorium/theatre, change rooms, a small board room, a Lions Bar, a Rotary 
Kitchen, and 4 rooms [ranging from 35-110 seats each] that can be opened up to 
accommodate larger groups.   In addition, several of the local resorts and hotels 
have banquet and conference facilities available [i.e. Bayside Inn Quality Resort, 
Tigh-Na-Mara Resort and the Travelodge]. 
 
 
f. RETAIL 
 
In 2006, Parksville has approximately 957,332 square feet of retail area which 
includes car sale lots.  The downtown core has slightly more than half of this at 
19 000 sq m [218,000 sq. ft.] The second largest retail area is Wembley Mall with 
approximately 9,500 sq m [102,000 sq. ft.] of gross retail floor area. The balance 
of the space is dispersed throughout the City. The primary trade area of 
Parksville is the area within the municipal boundaries.  The secondary trade area 
includes Qualicum Beach and Electoral Areas E through H as shown on Figure 
#2.   
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Based on a study3 prepared for the City of Parksville in 2006, the primary and 
secondary trade areas of Parksville have the potential for annual expenditures of 
$376 million retail dollars.   This study also identified the potential for the creation 
of new retail space in various retail categories.  Projections indicating the number 
of square feet required to meet consumer demands in 2006, 2010, and 2015 
assist new and existing businesses to define their market and expand and/or 
make changes to meet consumer’s needs.   The greatest opportunities seem to 
be the sale and rental of recreation equipment followed by household furnishings 
and equipment, clothing, accessories and food.  The Retail Market Analysis is 
available to download free on the Economic Development Website. 
(www.businessbythebeach.com) 
 
g.     INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING 
 
Parksville has never had any real “heavy industry” and the forestry sector is 
probably the closest activity related to heavy industrial or manufacturing.  
 
The Parksville Industrial Park is a 32 ha [80 acre] site developed by the City. The 
park facilitates light, clean industry serving the local area. Current users include a 
lumber and hardware supplier, a gym, guitar manufacturer and pet food 
distributor. Further opportunities exist in this sector.  The City developed lots in 
2005 that sold out immediately indicating a strong future for services and small 
manufacturing in our community.  
 
 
 
h. BUSINESS OPERATIONS INFORMATION  
 
The following information is a general summary of some requirements and costs 
associated with building and/or operating a business in the City of Parksville. The 
costs can be used for general estimating or comparison purposes only and 
should not be relied upon for preparing final budgets, pro forma’s or other 
financial estimates.   
 
The estimation is based on one acre of undeveloped zoned industrial land within 
municipal boundaries in light industrial parks, fully serviced with good highway 
access, an 8,000 sq.ft (743 M2) tip up construction building.  
 
 

                                                 
3 City of Parksville Retail Market Analysis 2006 
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 Parksville Nanaimo Courtney 
1Acre prices * $135,000 280,000 200,000 
DCC’s on 743 
m2 

$17,406 $10,729 $28,381 

Building Cost $800,000 $800,000 $800,000 
Taxes Annually 
on Assessed 
value = 
purchase/building 
costs 

$22,159 
(rate of $23.7 
per $1,000) 

$33,452 
(rate $31.9 
per $1,000) 

$39,400  
(rate $39.4 
per $1,000) 

Total Year One $957,159 $1,124,181 $1,067,781 
 
* Prices were obtained  in 2006 from MLS listings & DCC’s from Community websites 
 
 
 
Employment Costs 
 
The minimum wage in British Columbia is $8 an hour for all employees, with a 
few exceptions. Wages obviously increase with skills, experience and aptitude. In 
addition to wages, employers are typically required to pay a portion of the 
following; CPP (Canada Pension Plan); EI (Employment   Insurance) and 
Workers Compensation.  A general rule-of-thumb is to add 30% to the employee 
cost to cover additional employment costs. Typical semi-skilled wages are 
between $8 and $12 per hour.   
 
 
Business Facility Costs 
 
Industrial, manufacturing or distribution facility leases start at $6.50 per sq. foot 
and land is available starting at $135,000/acre. Industrial construction costs start 
at approximately $100. per sq. ft.  
 
Retail/Commercial facility leases start at $10.00 per sq. foot and land and 
buildings are available for development.  Commercial construction costs start at 
approximately $100 per sq. ft. depending on the degree of finish.  
 
Building Permit Fees are based upon value and construction costs.   
Development Cost Charges (DCC’s) are assessed by the City by area; it is best 
to contact the City of Parksville for more information.   
 
Business Licenses range from $45 to $365 each depending on the type of 
business.  
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Taxes 
 
There are various taxes payable on federal and provincial income, property, fuel, 
etc. It is best to consult your accountant or the applicable governing authority to 
estimate these costs.  
 
 
 Property Tax Rates 
 
Property tax rate analysis is available on the City’s website. The residential rate 
for 2007 is $8.00 per $1,000 of assessed value. 
 
A break-down of assessed rates can be found at: 
http://www.city.parksville.bc.ca/cms/wpattachments/wpID74atID1078.pdf 
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General 
 
 
Business Contacts Telephone Email or Website 
City of Parksville  
 -General Enquiries 
 -Engineering  
 -Finance 
 -Planning 
-Economic Development 
 
Government/Civic - Other  
Reg Dist of Nanaimo 
B.C. Assessment Office 
Parksville & District 
Chamber of Commerce  
School District No. 69 
 
Electrical Service 
B.C. Hydro 
 
Natural Gas Service 
Terasen Gas 
 
Telephone Service 
Telus Communications 
 
Cable Service 
Shaw Communications 
 
Financial Services 
Bank of Montreal   
TD Canada Trust 
CIBC  
Coastal Communities 
Credit Union 
Royal Bank          
Scotia Bank         
 
Real Estate Information 
Coast Realty 
Royal LePage Realty 
Sutton Group 
Coldwell Banker 
Vancouver Island Realty 
Remax First Realty 

 
(250) 248-6144 
(250) 248-5412 
(250) 954-4651 
(250) 954-4656 
(250)954-4650 
 
 
(250) 390-4111 
1-800-977-2773 
 
(250) 248-3613 
(250) 248-4241 
 
 
1-800-224-9376 
 
 
(250) 248-4880 
 
 
1-800-664-9899 
 
 
(250) 248-3444 
 
 
(250) 248-5711 
(250) 248-7329 
(250) 951-4000 
(250) 248-3275 
Or 248-3293 
(250) 248-8321 
(250) 951-6125 
 
 
(250) 248-8371 
(250) 248-4321 
(250)954-5106 
(250)248-2488 
 
(250)248-1071 

 
www.city.parksville.bc.ca   
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.rdn.bc.ca (1-877-607-4111) 
http://.bcassessment.gov.bc.ca 
 
www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca 
www.sd69.bc.ca 
 
 
www.bchydro.com 
 
 
http://www.terasengas.com 
 
www.telus.com 
 
 
www.shaw.ca 
 
 
www.bmo.com 
www.tdcanadatrust.com 
www.cibc.com 
 
www.cccu.ca 
 
www.royalbank.com 
www.scotiabank.com 
 
 
www.coastrealty.com 
www.parksvillerealestate.com 
www.vancouverislandparadise.com 
http://nanaimo.ark.com/~homelife/office.
 
www.remax-firstrealty.ca 
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V INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
a. UTILITIES 
 
Water & Sewer Service 
 
The Arrowsmith Lake Dam was completed in 1998 by the Regional District of 
Nanaimo, City of Parksville and Town of Qualicum Beach. The dam supplies 
water for distribution and use by the City of Parksville. The French Creek 
Sewage Treatment Plant is operated by the Regional District of Nanaimo. The 
plant can process up to 1.2 million gallons per day and currently uses about 50% 
of that capacity.  This resource is worthy of further consideration when evaluating 
future population growth and infill capability within the City. 
 
Electrical Service 
 
B.C. Hydro delivers electricity through a network of world-class systems 
providing safe, efficient and competitively priced electricity throughout British 
Columbia.    
 
Natural Gas Service 
 
Terasen provides natural gas to Vancouver Island via an undersea pipeline from 
the mainland.  
 
b. TRANSPORTATION  
 
Roads & Highways  
 
Parksville is serviced by the main Vancouver Island Highway #19, which  
bypasses Parksville. This four lane limited access highway was completed in 
1997 and runs from Victoria to Campbell River, greatly reducing travel time 
between the major centers.   Highway 19A and the Alberni Highway run through 
the middle of Parksville and connect the City to Highway #19. The internal road 
network of Parksville is typical of any major city and new roads are designed 
under the latest engineering standards.  
 
Freight & Courier Services 
 
Parksville is serviced by the major national freight and courier companies such 
as FedEx, UPS, CanPar, DHL Express, Danfoss, Greyhound and Purolator. 
Heavy trucking and reefer services are available from numerous sources and 
limited container service is available.   A Post Office is also located in Parksville.  
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Bus Service 
 
Passenger and parcel bus service is available on a regularly scheduled basis 
throughout the Island with connections to Vancouver and the U.S.  
 
Rail Service 
 
Freight and passenger rail service is available along the rail line between Victoria 
and Courtenay, with freight service also available to Port Alberni.  
 
Air Transportation 
 
The local airport is in Qualicum Beach and has a 900 m [3,000 ft] runway at an 
elevation of 60 m [200 ft], with a new passenger terminal, café and full fuel 
services. K.D. Air operates a scheduled air service to Vancouver and other 
points. International connections are made at Nanaimo and Comox, B.C.  
 
The Nanaimo Airport has a 1500 m [5,000 ft] runway with flights to Vancouver as 
well as charter, helicopter and training facilities.  
 
The Comox/Courtenay Airport has a 1500 m (5,000 ft) runway.  WestJet Airlines 
has several daily flights non-stop to Calgary and other destinations. 
 
The Nanaimo Seaplane Terminal offers scheduled and charter floatplane service 
to Vancouver.  
 
Marine Transportation 
 
All commercial marine transportation is handled in Nanaimo. Two Provincial ferry 
terminals service a fleet of regularly scheduled ferries between Vancouver Island, 
the mainland and the Gulf Islands. The Port of Nanaimo operates a deep sea 
shipping and container facility to various countries. These facilities are capable of 
handling any freight, cargo, rail and passenger services to Vancouver and points 
beyond. 
 
c. COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS  
 
Telecommunications – Telephone communication infrastructure is provided by 
Telus Communications Inc., the second largest communications company in 
Canada. Telus provides fibre optic, ISDN, ADSL and ATM technology as well as 
wireless, satellite, and digital technology. The Telus system is one of the best 
worldwide. Long distance service providers include Telus, Sprint, AT&T and 
RSLCOM.  
 
Cable - Shaw Cable and Shaw Fiberlink offer telecommunications solutions with 
fibre connectivity, and Ethernet gateways.   
 
Internet - Internet access is available through local service providers.     
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d. COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA  
 
Television - The local television station for Vancouver Island is CHEK Television 
in Victoria.  A worldwide network of television stations are available through 
cable, satellite and internet services.  
 
Radio - The local radio stations are CIBH-FM and CHPQ-FM broadcasting from 
Parksville.  
  
Newspaper - Local news and other coverage is published twice a week in a local 
paper, The News and The Oceanside Star. Regional, national and international 
newspapers are also available locally.   
 
e. GARBAGE & RECYCLING SERVICES 
 
Domestic garbage and recycling collection is provided by a private contractor of 
the Regional District of Nanaimo. Waste from commercial and industrial users is 
collected by local contractors and paid for by the user. A transfer station for 
sorting and recycling waste is operated by the Regional District of Nanaimo and 
is located just outside the City limits.  
 
VI Links 
 
City of Parksville 
Economic Development 
Parksville & District Chamber of 
Commerce 
Oceanside Tourism Association 
Town of Qualicum Beach 
Regional District of Nanaimo 
Government of British Columbia 
BC Stats, Province of B.C.  
Invest BC  
B.C. Hydro 
Statistics Canada 
 

www.city.parksville.bc.ca 
www.businessbythebeach.com 
www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca 
 
www.oceansidetourism.com 
www.qualicumbeach.com 
www.rdn.bc.ca 
www.gov.bc.ca 
www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca 
www.invest-bc.com 
www.bchydro.bc.ca 
www.statcan.ca 
 
 

 


